CELEBRATING SUCCESS - LOCAL GOVERNMENT AWARDS 2009 LAUNCHED
Environment Minister Edwin Poots MLA has today (date) announced that nominations for the 2009 Local Government Awards are now open and that two new categories are being introduced for the first time, building on the momentum of last year.
The initiative is partnered by key local government organisations including Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE); Local Government Staff Commission (LGSC); Local Government Training Group (LGTG); National Association of Councillors (NAC); Society of Local Authority Chief Executives and Senior Managers (SOLACE); Women’s Development Steering Group; and Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA), run in association with the William Johnson Memorial Trust and kindly supported by The MJ (and others?).

Minister Poots noted, “I am encouraged to see the continued growth in participation from councils in these Awards.  This increased participation demonstrates the hard work and dedication of councils to modernising and improving local government”.

“While the eventual winners will emerge at the Gala Awards Ceremony in February 2010, I hope that all entrants will gain from their involvement in the Awards and that this will encourage others to follow their example in future years”, he concluded.

According to NILGA President Cllr John Mathews, “These Awards help to recognise the great work being carried out by local government in Northern Ireland in improving the lives of their employees and enhancing the civic environment in which they operate.  There is a great deal of excitement and enthusiasm for these awards which aim to showcase the excellent and often unsung work of local government”.
A total of ten Awards will be made this year at the Gala Awards Ceremony on 18 February 2010.  The closing date for nominations is Monday 30 November 2009.
