SPEAKERS’ PROFILES

Seamus McKee

"Seamus McKee is a journalist and broadcaster with BBC Northern Ireland. He has presented a range of programmes on radio and television, including Spotlight, Hearts and Minds and the Radio Two Arts Programme. He currently presents Good Morning Ulster for BBC Radio Ulster." 
Stephen Graham

Stephen Graham was assigned as Chief Executive of the Public Service Commission on its establishment in March 2006.

Stephen remains an Officer of the Northern Ireland Assembly, having been appointed to that position in January 2001. As a consequence of the ‘suspension’ of the Assembly in October 2002, Stephen has undertaken a range of assignments across the public sector in Northern Ireland as well as completing a placement with the Federal Parliament of Canada, in Ottawa, where he was attached to the Senate.
Lorraine Langham
Lorraine is Managing Director of Verve Communications - a strategic communications consultancy specifically designed to meet the needs of the public sector. She has over 20 years' experience in local government public relations, management and corporate leadership and is a Fellow of the Institute of Public Relations.

Her career included heading the communications function in three London Boroughs before moving into corporate management, to become an ACE, Executive Director and eventually Deputy Chief Executive (following a year as statutory Director of Social Services). Since August 2000 she has been working as a management and public relations consultant in the public sector, joining Renaissance as a Director shareholder in December 2000. She co-founded Verve Communications in April 2005.

Liam Ward

Liam Ward holds a Postgraduate Certificate in Management and a Masters in Business Administration both from the University of Ulster. With over 20 years experience in the Local Government Sector, he has worked in a number of departments including Roads, Information Systems, Finance, Planning and Corporate Services. Prior to taking up the post of Human Resources Manager with Donegal Co. Council in late 2001, Liam held the post of Communications Officer with particular responsibility for Press Relations.  A former Oifigeach na Gaeilge with the Council, Liam holds a Diploma in Irish for Local Authorities awarded by University of Galway. He is a native of Glenfinn, Co. Donegal where he received his Education in Taobhog National School, Letterbrick Cloghan and St. Columbas College Stranorlar. Married to Grace, they have four children. 

Matthew Alford

Matthew is the Human Resources Project Manager for the Education Sector's RPA Programme. 

Following a short period of working in the private sector Matthew joined the NICS in 1981. He has worked in a number of different NICS Departments and Agencies and gained a fairly broad knowledge of how the NICS operates.

Most of Matthew's work in recent years has been on Projects and Reviews including; the Pay and Grading Review of the Driver & Vehicle Testing Agency, the Organisational Review of the Water Service and most recently as Project Manager for the eHR Programme in the Department of Education. 

Grace McGuinness

Grace is Head of the Policy Research and Development Branch within DoE, Local Government Division.  She joined the Branch in January 2005 and is working on modernisation issues.
Brian Hanna CBE 

Brian Hanna is an Environmental Health Practitioner who was, from 1984-94, Belfast City Council's Director of Environmental Health Services.  In 1994 he was appointed as the Council's Chief Executive and Town Clerk, a position in which he served until his retirement in 2002. 
He is the Chair of the Local Government Staff Commission for Northern Ireland and a non-executive director on the Board of Titanic Quarter Limited, a private sector company with a remit to regenerate lands within the Belfast harbour estate. 

He is also a member of the Public Service Commission.

Nigel Hamilton

Nigel Hamilton is Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service (NICS) and leads 29,000 civil servants. He is also head of the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister and Secretary to the Northern Ireland Executive. In these roles, he is the most senior adviser to the First and the Deputy First Ministers. 

As Head of the Civil Service Mr Hamilton has primary leadership responsibility for creating, developing and sustaining the NICS as an organisation which serves the devolved administration and the institutions of government and the people of Northern Ireland through the provision of high quality, cost effective services.

